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VICTORIA CROSS PORTRAITS EXHIBITION — GERALDTON 

Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.02 pm]: The oxymoron that is the 
One Nation party—it is quite amusing to me! 

I want to talk about something serious that I saw when I was in Geraldton yesterday. A member of the public, 
Mark Gilligan, came in to let me know that an absolutely fantastic exhibition is on at Birdwood House, the RSL 
headquarters in Geraldton. I went down and had a look. The Western Australian Victoria Cross portraits exhibition 
is by the Operation Pilgrimage Group, led by Allan Miles; he is the main exhibition curator from that group. The 
array of portraits commemorate the 16 Western Australians who have been awarded the Victoria Cross for serving 
their country.  

I had not heard about this exhibition and I am really sorry that I did not know it was coming up because I would 
have made this contribution a few weeks ago to give everyone the opportunity to see it, because it is worth looking 
at. The exhibition was in Esperance in early November, and it went to Kalgoorlie, Albany and Fremantle and it is 
in Geraldton this week. I believe it may be coming back to Fremantle next week to The Esplanade Hotel. I am sure 
anyone who wants to see it can get on the Operation Pilgrimage website and find out. It was fantastic to see the 
photos of all the recipients lined up in alphabetical order by the Operation Pilgrimage Group, which has taken the 
time to put together this exhibition. Of course, the Victoria Cross is the highest award for acts of bravery in wartime 
in the British and all commonwealth armed forces. The medal can also be awarded to — 

Hon Martin Aldridge interjected. 

Hon DARREN WEST: I am talking about recipients of the Victoria Cross; I think the member needs to be a little 
more respectful than that. We are talking about people who have given their lives for their country and who have 
received the highest award for valour. I am really not interested in the member’s juvenile interjections. This is 
a very serious matter. 

As I was saying before I was rudely interrupted, there is a lot of information contained in the official exhibition 
program and with your concurrence, Madam President, I will quote from it about the recipients of the Victoria 
Cross. I will just run through them because I found it fascinating. There is a short citation for every Victoria Cross 
recipient from Western Australia. It reads — 

Thomas (Jack) Axford was born on 18 June 1894 at Carrieton in South Australia. His father was originally 
from Tasmania. When Axford was two years old, the family moved to Coolgardie in Western Australia. After 
completing his education at Coolgardie Primary School, he was employed by the Boulder City Brewery. 
Then in 1912 Jack enlisted in the 84th Infantry (Goldfields Regiment) of the Citizen Military Forces. 

In July 1915, aged 21, Axford joined the AIF for service in World War 1. 

The citation goes on to talk about his amazing act of bravery for which he was awarded the Victoria Cross. The 
next one reads — 

Frederick Bell was born in Perth, Western Australia on 3 April 1875. Two of his brothers served in the 
Australian Imperial Forces during the First World War. They were both killed, Edgar at Gallipoli, 
followed later by Bert at Pozieres, in France. Fred was working as a cashier for the Western Australian 
Customs Department in October 1899 when he enlisted in the West Australian Mounted Infantry 
Contingent at the outbreak of the 2nd Boer War. He first saw action at Slingersfontein, and later took part 
in the relief of Johannesburg and Pretoria and the battles of Diamond Hill and Wittenbergen. 

It goes on to describe his acts of courage. The citations continue — 

John “Jack” Carroll was born in Brisbane on 16 August 1891. The family moved to Western Australia 
when he was still an infant. Carroll was working as a railway guard when he enlisted in the AIF in 
April 1916. He was first allotted to the reinforcements of 44 Battalion and embarked for England that 
August. He was transferred to 33 Battalion in November and proceeded on to France. They were moved 
across the border into Belgium in May 1917. In June, the Battalion took part in the Battle of Messines 
Ridge, a strategic, well-fortified position which had been held by the Germans since 1914. 

The next one is Hughie Edwards, who of course went on to become a distinguished servant of the public. His 
biography reads — 

Hugh was born in Fremantle, WA on 1 August 1914. He had to leave school aged 14 as the family couldn’t 
afford it. After working as a shipping clerk, stable-hand and in a factory, he enlisted in the Australian 
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Army in 1933 and was posted to the 6th Heavy Battery, Royal Australian Artillery. Selected for Flying 
training with the RAAF in 1935, he transferred to the RAF and was posted to No.15 Bomber Squadron. 
Promoted to Flying Officer two years later, he was badly injured in a plane crash and did not resume 
flying until the war began. 

It goes on to talk about the decorated Hughie Edwards, VC. The next one states — 

James “Jim” Hannah Gordon was born on 7 March 1907 at Rockingham, Western Australia. He was one 
of eight children to William Gordon and his wife Harriet. William was a member of the WA State 
Parliament from 1901 to 1911 and later a farmer. After completing his schooling, Jim undertook various 
labouring jobs including droving, some farming and also worked on the goldfields. On 26 April 1940 he 
understated his age to enlist in the AIF. 

It goes on to talk about his service and acts of valour. The citations continue — 

Percival Eric Gratwick was born at Katanning Western Australia on 19 October 1902, fifth son of Ernest, 
a postmaster and his wife Eva. Ernest died in 1911. Percy left school at 16 and started working at Parliament 
House in Perth as a messenger-boy. About 1922 he went north where he learnt droving and blacksmithing. 
After working as a station hand, he built up a team of drovers and took contracts. By the mid-30’s he had 
settled at Wodinga, blacksmithing, prospecting and working cattle at nearby White Springs station. 

Early in World War 2 Gratwick tried to enlist in the AIF, but was rejected because of his broken nose. 
He paid a lot of money to have it fixed and was then accepted in December 1940. After training, in 
September 1941 he joined the 2/48th Battalion under siege at Tobruk, Libya. 

He also was awarded the Victoria Cross. It continues — 

Arthur Stanley Gurney was born on 15 December 1908 at Day Dawn on the Murchinson goldfields, 
WA … 

… 

Gurney enlisted in the AIF in Perth on 6 December 1940. In July 1941 he embarked for the Middle East. 

The next one reads — 

Lawrence Dominic McCarthy was born in York, Western Australia on 21 January 1892 … 

… 

Initially rejected when he attempted to join the AIF, he was later accepted after proving he had won 
a number of shooting competitions. Enlisted as a Private, in October 1914, he was posted to 16th Battalion.  

Martin O’Meara, VC, was born in November 1885 in Ireland and joined the Australian Imperial Force in Perth in 
1915. After training in Egypt with the 16th Battalion, he initially served as an infantryman and machine gunner 
with the 4th Machine Gun Company before arriving in France in 1916. Charles Pope, VC, was born in London, 
migrated to Canada and then came to Perth and worked as a furniture salesman. He went on to enlist in 1915 and 
was assigned as a reinforcement to the 11th Battalion. Ben Roberts-Smith, who is obviously very well known, was 
born in Perth, Western Australia, in 1978. In 2003, he was posted to No 3 Squadron in the Special Air Service 
Regiment and was on his first tour of Afghanistan in 2006 when he was awarded the Medal for Gallantry for his 
actions as a patrol scout and sniper during Operation Slipper, and the citation goes on. Clifford Sadlier, VC, was 
born in Melbourne and came to Western Australia. He enlisted on 25 May 1915 and was posted to Egypt. He was 
awarded the Victoria Cross. Leslie Starcevich was born on 5 September 1918. He is from a well-known family 
from the Esperance region. He enlisted in 1941 and, with his brothers, went to fight in Egypt. 

I want to spend a little more time on the final VC winner because of my connections with the area. 
Hugo Vivian Throssell was born on 26 October 1884 in Northam. His father, George, was a storekeeper and, later, 
Western Australian Premier. One of 14 children, Hugo was educated in Adelaide, where he captained his school 
football team and became a champion athlete and boxer. In 1912 he and his brother Ric took up wheat growing at 
Cowcowing in Western Australia. In 1914 they joined the now famous 10th Light Horse Regiment, which was 
formed and amalgamated at Jennacubbine, which is where our farm is today and there is a war memorial to 
commemorate it. Hugo was commissioned as a second lieutenant and landed in Gallipoli in time to take part in the 
charge at the Nek on 7 August 1915, when nine officers and 73 men in his regiment were killed within minutes. 
He went on to become a war hero and came back to Australia. He was the first Western Australian to be awarded 
the Victoria Cross in World War I. He came back to advocate against war and, sadly, suffered mental health issues 
and took his own life later on. 
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I just thought it was very important that members acknowledge this very important exhibition. I urge those 
members who have the time to check it out, because it was very moving and is an important part of our state’s 
military history. 
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